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For immediate distribution 
Press Release 

 

Soneva Announces its Total Impact Assessment 
for 2021, Celebrating Another Year of 

Exceptional Results 

New sustainability report shines a light on its positive 
environmental and social impact and wide breadth of 

conservation and community initiatives around the world  

 

 
 

August 24, 2022. Barefoot luxury pioneer Soneva has announced the publication of 

its Total Impact Assessment (TIA) for 2021 in its latest Sustainability Report. The 

award-winning resort brand, which has properties in the Maldives and Thailand, is built 

on the foundation that a business must exist for a greater purpose than shareholder 

returns. Soneva recognises that luxury travel and the pursuit of rare experiences can 

coexist with a deep care for the earth, the environment and its people and continually 

strives to set the benchmark for responsible tourism. 

Soneva first launched its Total Impact Assessment (TIA) back in 2016, to measure its 

Environmental Profit and Loss (EP&L) and Total Impact Measurement and 

Management (TIMM). While there is currently no industry standard for environmental 

and social reporting, Soneva has developed its methodology internally with the 

intention to improve year-on-year. Taking a ‘planetary boundaries’ view of its social 

https://soneva.com/
https://soneva.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Soneva-Sustainability-Report-2021.pdf
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and environmental impact, the TIA assesses impacts from sources over which Soneva 

has both direct and indirect control, including natural capital, human capital, social 

capital, economic capital and tax.  

Carbon neutral since 2012, a mandatory 2% environmental levy is added to every 

Soneva stay, with proceeds going towards the not-for-profit Soneva Foundation to 

offset both direct and indirect carbon emissions from resort activities and guest flights. 

The Foundation funds a range of global projects that have a positive environmental, 

social and economic impact, and result in a net absorption of CO2. 

Key Highlights from 2021 

 
 

• In December, the first phase of the Soneva Coral Propagation Project was 

completed in partnership with the Swiss environmental organisation Coralive, with 

432 table structures ready for coral planting at Soneva Fushi. The project aims to 

create the world’s largest Mineral Accretion Technology (MAT) coral nursery, 

propagating 50,000 coral fragments each year. 

• In 2021, the Myanmar Stoves Campaign successfully completed eight years in 

operation. Since its inception, 37,000 stoves have been distributed, benefitting 

170,000 people and generating USD 28 million in social value and 240,000 Gold 

Standard carbon credits. 

• The Restaurants Against Hunger project reached its second successful year in 

2021. The three-year programme aims to reduce child hunger and malnutrition in 

Bangladesh. 

https://sonevafoundation.org/
http://coralive.org/
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• The first pair of Oriental Pied Hornbills arrived on Koh Kood in December last year 

as part of the Soneva Hornbill Project, aiming to reintroduce the species to the Thai 

island.  

• Initiated in 2021, Soneva Forest Restoration Mozambique is a partnership between 

the Soneva Foundation and Eden Reforestation Projects to plant 3.7 million trees 

over the next four years in Matica Sede, Mozambique, which will mitigate 2.4 million 

tons of CO2. Planting commenced in early 2022 and aims to restore 3,378 hectares 

of forest using native species in central Mozambique. 

• In 2021, the Mosquito Project reached a milestone of 2.5 years without pesticide 

fogging at Soneva Fushi and 1.5 years at Soneva Jani. During this time, the 

mosquito population has dropped by 98%. The project team also developed a hand 

sanitiser from a waste stream of the mosquito traps, which was validated by three 

independent labs in 2021. 

 
 

• Soneva Namoona expanded from its initial three island partnerships to 11 across 

the Maldives’ Baa Atoll and Noonu Atoll. 

• In December 2021, Soneva Namoona achieved a Maldives’ first: the seven 

Namoona islands in the Baa Atoll commissioned a recyclable waste collection boat 

to collect 50 tonnes of segregated, compacted and baled recyclable waste and 

transport it overseas for recycling. 

• Over 101,680 single-use plastic bottles were avoided in 2021 through Soneva 

Water operations and the provision of alternative packaging. 

• 100,191 kilograms of recyclables were diverted from landfill or toxic open burning 

and delivered to recycling partners in 2021.  



 

4 
 

• 390 young people improved their swimming skills through the Inspire Swimming 

Programme, and 14 new swimming instructors received training. 

• 84,000 nappies were removed from five Namoona islands – Maalhos, 

Dharavandhoo, Kihaadhoo, Dhonfanu and Kamadhoo. 

 
 

• Soneva’s Waste-to-Wealth concept generated USD 427,000 in value in 2021. This 

brings the total value generated over the last decade to USD 2.6 million. 

• The Makers’ Place opened at Soneva Fushi in August 2021. Built in partnership 

with British artist Alexander James Hamilton, founder of Distil Ennui Studio™, this 

carbon-neutral island studio upcycled 50-60 kg of aluminium into art pieces within 

four months of operation. 

To view and download the 2021 Soneva Sustainability Report, visit HERE 

For more information about Soneva, go to soneva.com 

For Soneva Foundation and Soneva Namoona images, visit HERE  

For Makers’ Place images, visit HERE  

 

- Ends - 

About Soneva 

Soneva is a pioneering family of award-winning resorts in outstanding natural 

locations. At Soneva Fushi, Soneva Jani and Soneva in Aqua in the Maldives, and 

Soneva Kiri in Thailand, true ‘luxury’ is defined by peace, time and space. Each resort 

is renowned for its expansive private villa accommodation, one-of-a-kind experiences 

https://www.distilennui.com/
https://media.sonevabrandcentre.com/assetbank-soneva/action/viewAsset?id=32641
https://soneva.com/
https://media.sonevabrandcentre.com/assetbank-soneva/action/browseItems?categoryId=306&categoryTypeId=2
https://media.sonevabrandcentre.com/assetbank-soneva/action/browseItems?categoryId=980&categoryTypeId=2&cachedCriteria=1
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and memorable dining destinations. Soneva’s SLOW LIFE philosophy focuses on rare, 

meaningful experiences and holistic wellbeing journeys that illuminate and enrich 

guests’ lives while treading lightly on the earth. Soneva has led the way for responsible 

tourism, combining a conscientious, proactive approach to sustainability with exquisite 

luxury and intuitive, personalised service.  

For more information, please contact: 

Donna Campbell  

Communications Director 

Soneva 

19/F Two Pacific Place, 142 Sukhumvit Rd., Bangkok 10110, Thailand 

T: 66 (0) 2631 9698 | E: donna@soneva.com | www.soneva.com 

 

http://www.soneva.com/

